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lake.bike gets things moving
All 2026 cycling events and highlights in the 
Region Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See

Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See, 18 February 2026: Lake.bike stands for everything to do with cycling in the Region Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See. What began in 2016 as a pure mountain bike project celebrates its 10th anniversary in 2026 and today brings together mountain biking, road cycling, gravel biking and a wide range of leisure experiences under one shared name. Around Lake Ossiach and Lake Faak, an attractive network of cycle routes and trails promises two-wheeled enjoyment from spring well into autumn. The lake.bike event calendar for 2026 is just as varied, filled with numerous events for young and old, beginners and ambitious athletes alike.

Season opening and a colourful programme for mountain bikers
Whether eMTB, enduro or balance bike – on the lake.bike trails, it is not the equipment that takes centre stage, but the shared experience. The two trail centres at Lake Faak and Lake Ossiach are meeting places for groups of friends, families and everyone who wants to experience mountain biking in a playful or sporty way. The season opens on 1 April 2026 at the Trailcenter Faaker See with its 27 trails, before the 17 trails at the Trailcenter Ossiacher See also open on 1 May 2026. This marks the start of a long bike season running until mid-November, with a wide variety of events.

Nice to know: When lake.bike talks about “bike season”, it always means “swimming season” too – thanks to the Mediterranean-Alpine Alps-Adriatic climate, nine crystal-clear bathing lakes, including Lake Ossiach and Lake Faak, invite guests to swim well into autumn.

10 years of lake.bike – anniversary celebrations on the trails
On 2 July 2026, the central anniversary celebration marking 10 years of lake.bike will take place. The celebrations will continue throughout the weekend until 5 July 2026 – right where it all began: on the trails. The long birthday weekend is aimed at the mountain bike community as well as visitors and partners of the Region Villach. To mark the anniversary, the lake.bike crew has a special surprise in store, with more details to be revealed later. What is already firmly on the programme: biking together, sharing ideas with like-minded people and celebrating with the community.

“10 years of lake.bike are a real milestone – not only for the project itself, but for the entire region. Over the past ten years, together with many partners, we have succeeded in creating an offering that benefits the local bike scene as well as sports-minded guests and tourism businesses. This interplay between a wide variety of stakeholders is the foundation of our success – and it is precisely this path that we intend to continue. As early as 2026, guests and locals can look forward to exciting new developments,” says Georg Overs, Managing Director of Region Villach Tourismus GmbH.

Bucketride Camps & Festival, plus camps for young riders
The first fixed date in the event calendar comes in mid-May with the Bucketride Camps at Lake Faak. From 14 to 17 May 2026, two formats will take place: a classic mountain bike skills camp and a dedicated women’s bike camp. Both camps combine targeted skills training with tours on the lake.bike trails – always with a focus on fun, exchange and shared mountain biking experiences. As usual, the base for both camps is Strandcamping Anderwald.Mountainbike-Fahrtechnikcampeigenes Frauen Bike Camp

In high summer, the lake.bike junior camps follow, giving young bikers their first intensive trail experiences. The MTB Boys Bike Camp from 12 to 17 July 2026 and the MTB Girls Bike Camp from 23 to 28 August 2026, both based at Basecamp Theresienhof at Lake Faak, combine riding technique, trail adventures and new friendships, conveying early on what mountain biking and lake.bike are all about.MTB Boys Bike CampMTB Girls Bike Camp

Young riders will also be in the spotlight in racing at lake.bike in 2026. In the Region Villach, children and teenagers will have several opportunities to get their first taste of racing and playfully compete with their peers. Two children’s XCO races frame the season: on 9 May at Lake Ossiach and on 10 October at Lake Faak, child-friendly cross-country competitions are on the programme.

The programme is complemented by the children’s pump track race in Drobollach on 13 June and the Gegendtaler MTB race on 20 June, where young riders can test themselves in sporting competition.

A special community highlight is the Bucketride Festival from 24 to 27 September 2026 at Camping Anderwald at Lake Faak. Organised by Claudia and Roman from Bucketride, the festival is all about community, camping and shared bike experiences. Under the motto “No Party, only good times”, like-minded people come together for rides, campfire evenings, an MTB expo and relaxed vanlife flair – an event centred on being outdoors and spending time together.

Austria’s enduro highlight: the Austrian Enduro Championships
For ambitious enduro riders from Austria, the 2026 lake.bike season holds its biggest sporting highlight. From 9 to 11 October 2026, the country’s top athletes will compete in the Austrian Enduro Championships on the technically demanding trails of the Trailcenter Faaker See.

Lakes, panoramas and leisurely cycling tours at VELOVISTA
The VELOVISTA Cycling Festival from 25 April to 3 May 2026 stands for an enjoyable start to the season. Guided tours through the Region Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See combine relaxed cycling with impressive views of lakes and mountain landscapes. VELOVISTA is aimed at everyone who understands cycling as a pleasurable journey of discovery – and adds a special highlight for the finale: on 3 May, Lake Ossiach belongs entirely to cyclists and connoisseurs during the car-free day. The lakeside circuit becomes an unhurried panoramic escape – accompanied by fresh lake air, gentle spring sunshine and the feeling of experiencing the landscape intensely at one’s own pace.




“Since the very beginning of lake.bike, my aim has been to further develop cycling in all its facets in the region. Our mountain bike offer is unique in Austria and is being continuously expanded. At the same time, gravel and road cycling formats are becoming increasingly important – something reflected in the new events as well. It is precisely this diversity that defines lake.bike today,” says Andreas Holzer, Bike Project Developer, Region Villach Tourismus GmbH.

Road cycling programme 2026: ambition meets enjoyment
On 20 September 2026, Carinthia200 will celebrate its premiere as a new road cycling highlight. With distances of 125, 155 and 200 kilometres, closed roads and routes along Carinthia’s lakes, through valleys and over scenic climbs, sporting ambition meets landscape enjoyment. The strong interest is already clear in advance: with 2,000 starting places, Carinthia200 is almost fully booked – a small remaining contingent is currently still available.

A little more relaxed, but no less impressive, is ROSA200 from 26 to 27 June 2026. Four different routes, Giro flair, an Italian lifestyle and shared pasta moments make the event a special road cycling experience – without race stress, but with plenty of atmosphere.

Information on cycling events can be found here.hier

Good to know
· MTB season: Trailcenter Faaker See: 1 April to 15 November; Trailcenter Ossiacher See: 1 May to 31 October

· Trail ticket: day tickets, 4-day tickets, 7-day tickets and season tickets available. Children under 6 ride free of charge

· Visitors can find out which trails are open and which events are coming up, updated daily on the website and via Instagram.


ENQUIRIES
Region Villach Tourismus GmbH
Georg Overs, Managing Director
Peraustrasse 32 • 9500 Villach, Austria
Tel: +43 664 / 88114077
overs@region-villach.at • www.visitvillach.at


About lake.bike
lake.bike stands for mountain biking and versatile cycling for all generations between lake and sunshine – in the Region Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See in southern Austria. What began as a mountain bike initiative has developed within just a few years into an insider tip for trail lovers, families and leisure cyclists, and today also appeals to gravel and road cyclists. More than 40 close-to-nature trails, two trail centres, a Family Playground and a broad range of tours – from playful MTB lines to scenic gravel routes and sporty road cycling routes – make the region one of the most versatile bike spots in the Alps. The combination of urban flair, southern climate, crystal-clear bathing lakes and varied routes on and off asphalt is unique – just like the committed cooperation between local partners, landowners and the bike community.

Information on open trails, events and bike-friendly accommodation at www.lake.bike.www.lake.bike
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