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Austria / Carinthia / Region Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See:
Holiday Time is Adventure Time

The recipe for a perfect family holiday is wonderfully simple: take sunshine, warm bathing lakes with gently shelving shores, a wealth of excursion destinations and holiday adventures for every taste, family-friendly accommodation and unforgettable childhood memories with dragons, monkeys and more. Admittedly, chocolate ice cream is a must - preferably homemade. This is shared holiday time at its most beautiful.
 
Located where Carinthia, Italy and Slovenia meet, the region offers families adventure and relaxation in equal measure. Once you arrive, everything is close at hand: on foot, by bike, after a short drive or using the region’s convenient public mobility services. A total of nine crystal-clear bathing lakes, set in a dreamlike natural landscape, await discovery in the Region Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See. And all of them offer child-friendly lake access with plenty of space for family happiness.

Nature & adventure. It is the combination of mountains and lakes that creates space for endless holiday adventures. Families can discover the Region Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See on broad, easy mountain walking trails, for example in the Dobratsch Nature Park or on the Gerlitzen Alpe, as well as on exciting themed adventure trails in the valley. Have you ever gone in search of a dragon?

In the “Polana” forest area near Drobollach on Lake Faaker See, this becomes possible when the whole family follows the “Trail of the Dragon Woroun”. Depending on the children’s age, families can choose between a three- or four-kilometre route. Walking barefoot over the soft forest floor? Absolutely! Adventure stations made from local wood and water play areas make the hike exciting. Accompanied by the famous Hubertus stag, children learn about nature in a playful way - including the secret behind Lake Faak’s turquoise colour. An absolute must, even on hot days. By the way: additional content and information can be accessed directly on your smartphone.

In Oberaichwald, families can join Master Reynard the fox in searching for Frieda the missing goose. The roughly two-kilometre route leads from the petting zoo at Naturel Hoteldorf Schönleitn to Lake Aichwald. Along the way, eight play stations offer exciting tasks about local nature. Courage and skill are needed - whether on the balancing trail or in the fox’s den. Adults will find relaxation loungers at every station. At the finish, a little surprise awaits the fox. The search for Frieda the goose becomes interactive with the activity booklet available from the tourist office.




Landskron Castle, winner of “9 Places - 9 Treasures” in 2023, offers a varied experience for the whole family. On the 3.7 km Burgherrenrunde trail, the route leads from the castle pond through picturesque woodland, passing adventure stations such as the Lake Ossiacher See mermaid and a life-sized ox cart. A forest quiz and exciting selfie spots add to the fun. Even more animal encounters await at Affenberg, where more than 180 Japanese macaques live and can be observed up close on guided tours. At the Adler Arena, the highest point of the castle, majestic birds of prey impress visitors with spectacular flight manoeuvres. The panoramic terrace is the perfect end to an eventful day, with a choice between traditional regional cuisine and fine dining - and a dreamlike view over Villach. An excursion to Landskron Castle is rewarding in every way.

A walk to the stars! The Gerlitzen has long been known for its many places of energy and creatively designed trails. Recently added is the “Trail of the Planets”, which replaces the former Kanzelhöhe circular trail and combines nature experiences with astronomical knowledge along around 2.5 almost barrier-free kilometres.

Sunshine? Hooray! When the sun is shining around Villach, Lake Faaker See and Lake Ossiacher See, the question is not “What shall we do today?” but “What shall we do first?”. From summer tobogganing to cycling, from boat trips to waterfall hikes, from the car museum to mushroom and doll museums: it is almost impossible to list all the region has to offer. Visiting them all from spring to autumn, however, is entirely possible. The Erlebnis CARD, included free of charge with many stays, offers a colourful holiday programme with stream hikes, via ferrata courses, musical workshops, puppet theatre and much more.
Looking for even more experiences? With the Kärnten Card, which can be purchased by the week, guests enjoy free admission to almost all excursion destinations in the region.

And then the motto is: anything is possible, nothing is a must. How about a morning visit to the Japanese macaques roaming freely in a spacious area at Affenberg, or the birds-of-prey show at Landskron Castle? Afterwards, cool off in nearby Lake Ossiacher See before exploring the Terra Mystica & Terra Montana show mines. Adventurous kids can discover the Familywald at Lake Ossiacher See with their parents, including a treetop path and the new Treenets adventure, try archery on the Taborhöhe, test themselves in high ropes courses at the Gerlitzen middle station, on the Tabor or in Ossiach, and enjoy their first outdoor climbing successes at Kanzianiberg in Finkenstein or Peterlewand in Bodensdorf.










Rain? Hooray! Finally, time to explore the region’s many indoor options. How about a journey underground at the “Terra Mystica” mining museum in Bad Bleiberg? Or the KärntenTherme with fast slides, a baby area and an exclusive sauna world for mum and dad. It is raining, but the kids want to climb, slide and romp around? Indoor play fun awaits at ATRIO: at Planet Lollipop, younger and older children can burn off energy to their hearts’ content, while mum and dad 
enjoy a relaxed coffee. 	Those who want to climb high can do so at the Villach climbing hall or the “Volume” bouldering hall.

Fast-paced fun. The “lake.bike” project, a major sporting force in the region, also brings plenty of holiday fun for children. Whether on a balance bike, BMX or mountain bike: on the two pump tracks in Drobollach - one of them Carinthia’s largest and a real highlight for sporty kids - and in Afritz, young bikers can do their laps on the wave track and playfully train balance and coordination. Young riders can gain their first downhill experience on the easy Baumgartnertrail or in the Kids Bike Park on the Gerlitzen Alpe. By the way: the Family Playground Ossiacher See opened last year in Heiligen Gestade on Lake Ossiacher See, adding even more fun and perfectly complementing the existing lake.bike offer.
Afterwards? Head to one of the many Buschenschenken, where children make new friends in the warm summer breeze while mum and dad relax and discover the region’s Slow Food specialities.

Information & Bookings:
Region Villach Tourismus GmbH
Peraustraße 32 • 9500 Villach, Austria
Tel.: +43 / (0)4242 / 42000 – 0 • Fax ext.: 42
E-Mail: office@region-villach.at • www.visitvillach.at 

In our press section at www.visitvillach.at you will find print-quality image material available for free download as well as further themed press texts.www.visitvillach.at
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