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Austria / Carinthia / Region Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See:
Long live sport!

One region, almost countless sporting activities! And the best part: whether hiking, biking, golf, wakeboarding, horse riding or trail running – in the Region Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See, everything is just a stone’s throw away. How fortunate! For almost endless sporting pleasure.

How wonderful that holidays are such a personal matter. While some love nothing more than dozing all day beneath a shady tree, others need one thing above all else: movement. How fortunate that the region around the lively town of Villach offers both worlds – and that sport has such a special place here.

A major advantage for everyone hungry for activity is the variety of the landscape, with its mountains, lakes, gentle hills, steep rock faces, forests and rivers. This alone opens up a wealth of possibilities: a shaded stream as an effective workout area. A fairytale meadow by a forest clearing as the perfect spot for functional full-body training. A fascinating climbing crag as an adventurous power studio. The Region Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See brings movement into your holiday. And what luck: the impressive mountain world and sparkling lakes draw you outside almost automatically.

WaterSports. What could be more natural in a region with no fewer than nine bathing lakes than water sports? Swimming, windsurfing, diving or water-skiing immediately come to mind – for example on the varied Lake Ossiacher See or the turquoise Lake Faaker See. But more unusual water sports such as wakeboarding, parasailing and stand-up paddling are also waiting to be tried. Those who prefer sporting adventures on flowing water can, for instance, canoe along the deep-green Drau or Gail rivers, or explore the “Everglades”, the nature reserve of Lake Faaker See, by kayak or SUP.

PeakHappiness. Up high in the surrounding mountain world: Nature Park Dobratsch, Dreiländereck, Gerlitzen Alpe, Verditz and Mittagskogel. Long journeys are unnecessary here – in the region, adventure begins practically at the hotel door. Once at the top, endless views, dreamlike panoramas, spicy mountain air and Carinthian zest for life await. A major added value of the surrounding mountains is their variety. Hiking over gentle hills? Head for the Ossiacher Tauern and the Burgherrenrunde trail. A high-alpine summit victory with wide-open views? Mittagskogel, with its various ascent options, is waiting. Mountain adventures for the whole family can be found on Gerlitzen Alpe or Dobratsch.










And the ultimate discipline? Long-distance hiking. The Alpe-Adria Trail leads an impressive 750 kilometres from the mountains all the way to the sea – right through the Garden of Eden. Some of its most beautiful stages pass through the extraordinary Region Villach. Those who prefer to stay in Carinthia should take the Dobratsch circular hiking trail to heart. Four stages of approx. 17 kilometres each offer plenty of time to slow down. The flora and fauna around this mighty mountain massif are more than worth seeing. Despite a small radius of barely ten kilometres, the scenery changes constantly. Along the way, hikers pass through protected landscape areas, nature reserves and European conservation areas. Of course, there is no need to tackle the entire route at once. Individual stages are more than worthwhile as an enriching addition to a bathing holiday at one of the many nearby lakes.

SlowTrails. Leisurely walking is simply wonderful. Throughout Carinthia – and also in the Region Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See – paths that combine gentle deceleration with the most beautiful views have their very own name: Slow Trail. At Bleistätter Moor, Lake Afritzer See, the Drau loop in Wernberg and Lake Faaker See, the motto is: the journey is the destination.

CyclingPleasure. When it comes to cycling, the region has everything you could wish for. Circle lakes, climb mountains, pedal along riverbanks, glide through graceful villages and towns. With heart – and a strong push on the pedals. On relaxed family cycle paths, unique road-bike routes with an excellent road network, and e-bike tours with that extra boost of power.

Bike tours in the region and beyond are available for every level and every taste. On the Drau Cycle Path, the Carnic Cycle Path, the Ciclovia Alpe Adria route all the way to Grado or the brand-new Meridiem Trail from Vienna to Villach, you can tackle individual stages or even the entire route. The return journey is easy by bike bus or bike train. On request, with a professional guide or rental (e-)bike.

Lake.Bike? That means trails of all difficulty levels, one of Carinthia’s largest pump tracks in Drobollach at Lake Faaker See, the pump track at Lake Afritzer See, the Kids Bike Park on Gerlitzen Alpe and the Family Playground Ossiacher See. This year, too, there are several new highlights, such as the black-rated Bleiberg Trail at Lake Faaker See, which, over 1.2 kilometres, combines brilliant lake and mountain views for true lovers of natural trails. The icing on the cake is the cycle-event programme, including children’s bike races, pump-track championships, the Bucketride Festival and road-bike events such as Rosa200 and the brand-new Carinthia200. To launch the season, the VELOVISTA cycling festival invites all pleasure cyclists to Carinthia. Anyone planning a true bike holiday can look forward to hosts who have tailored their holiday experience perfectly to cyclists. (www.lake.bike)








RunningJoy. Enjoy running on beautiful stages of varying lengths and difficulty levels, from easy to demanding – depending on fitness and mood. From hilly trail-running paths and crisp mountain-running routes to hiking trails, asphalt roads and enjoyable running routes along the lake shores. A highlight: the marked marathon route from Weißenstein to Wernberg and back, covering an exciting 42.195 kilometres.
Where do the Nordic walking trails lead? To the sunny summit of Gerlitzen Alpe, for example. To the fitness trail in Warmbad-Villach. Or along the majestic Drau and the region’s nine sparkling lakes. Another tip: the refreshing walking and health trails in the climatic health resort of Bad Bleiberg. Always true to the motto: discover the Region Villach the gentle way.

ClimbingDelight. Well secured and high into the air: anyone who loves climbing will love Kanzianiberg in Finkenstein – Carinthia’s most popular climbing garden. Not far away, at Ossiacher See, the region offers a second climbing garden. Peterlewand in Bodensdorf boasts a magnificent view of the water. High-rope and forest-rope courses, as well as the Nature Active Park at Lake Faaker See, bring even more adventure into your holiday. For vertical indoor experiences, Villach has two excellent addresses. The climbing hall offers around 2,000 m² of climbing surface, more than 200 routes and 80 bouldering options. Bouldering is also possible at the Volume Bouldern hall, where special wall inclinations and a large training and children’s area enrich Carinthia’s climbing scene.

OssiacherSee. The region’s largest lake is a true paradise for movement. All villages on the northern shore, from Einöde to Tiffen, can be explored stage by stage in the activity arena. Six starting points with overview maps and a colour guidance system make orientation child’s play. Views of the deep-blue lake and Landskron Castle delight along the way. In total, the activity arena covers an impressive 60.6 kilometres. The Slow Trail at Bleistätter Moor invites you to enjoy a relaxed walk. Along the reed belt, water birds can be wonderfully observed – and everyday life takes a break. Promise.

AiryFun. Anyone who would like to experience the world from a bird’s-eye view can make this dream come true from Gerlitzen Alpe. From one of Austria’s best-known flying mountains, you can circle almost weightlessly above Lake Ossiacher See. The launch site for paragliders is located right next to the mountain station of the summit cable car.












GolfPleasure. Ready to tee off? The impressive Golfclub Schloss Finkenstein at Faaker See brings swing into a Carinthian holiday. An 18-hole panoramic course awaits, with breathtaking views of the Karawanken mountains, Mittagskogel and Dobratsch – all in close proximity to the town of Villach. For beginners and top golfers alike. Wonderful: the season lasts well into November.

Information & Bookings:
Region Villach Tourismus GmbH
Peraustraße 32 • 9500 Villach, Austria
Tel.: +43 / (0)4242 / 42000 – 0 • Fax ext.: 42 
E-mail: office@region-villach.at • www.visitvillach.at  

In our press area at www.visitvillach.at, you will find print-ready image material for free download as well as further themed press texts!
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