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Austria / Carinthia / Villach – Lake Faaker See – Lake Ossiacher See region / Advent, Christmas and Carnival:
Get ready for Christmas with some Advent magic in Villach: by the lake, in the villages, on the mountains and in the city too.  

Sparkling old town squares, an entire Christmas village on Lake Faaker See and Advent celebrations in a Baroque monastery courtyard: there are so many different places to enjoy the run-up to Christmas in the Villach – Lake Faaker See – Lake Ossiacher See region. And for anyone who wants more, they should stay on until New Year's - or come back for Villach's renowned Carnival celebrations. 

Our region is growing, even in winter: as of 1 January 2027 Feldkirchen will become part of the region and add yet more variety to the offering for tourists.

Villach in Advent shimmers with light and joy
When the tower of the main parish church shines out like a candle over the rooftops of Villach's old town, you know Christmas is on the way. The Advent period will be officially ushered in on 13 November 2026. Some 50 stalls and huts are located across three squares in the centre of town: the "Artisans' Advent" on Nikolaiplatz combines art, craft and Christmas cheer; the huts along the main square offer cosy warmth and relaxation; and the area around the main parish church is filled with traditional Advent stalls. The Rathausplatz facing the church is, as ever, a winter meeting place. The skating rink installed there offers its traditional free-skating sessions and, for the first time this season, three ice discos and three ice-skating shows. For younger guests, there is also cookie decorating, pony riding, a children's parade and a merry-go-round to enjoy. 

Across the roofs of the town - and beyond
Anyone wishing to view town and region from a different perspective will climb the 239 steps of the main parish church tower. This "candle of the old town" in the Advent season is not just a landmark, but one that can be enjoyed from the top. Entry is included with the Erlebnis CARD from 13 November 2026 to 3  January 2027. And there's plenty of time to enjoy both the cosy Advent markets as well as some more conventional shopping: shops, cafés and restaurants abound in the town centre. What better than to meet up in or around the Advent market after some a successful Christmas shopping expedition? And there is a full events programme from Advent through to New Year's in Villach. The Krampus Run, with its devil-like beasts running through the town centre, is on 27 November; by contrast, on 20 December, the Bauernadvent (farmers’ advent celebration) features 30 divers in a Bethlehem star formation in the River Drau and a glowing angel above the river to welcome the arrival of the Christ child. On December 30, there is a traditional farmers' New Year celebration, with food sampling, food blessing, music; and classics such as sausage, sauerkraut and bread. All topped by the "The City Rocks" New Year's Eve party, with live music throughout the town.





A village that is a winter dream  
The 24 farmers' houses that make up the Hoteldorf hotel village in Schönleitn am Faaker See are around 400 years old; and they have never twinkled like this before. The Hoteldorf is transformed into a unique Christmas village from 19 November 2026 to 10 January 2027. Illuminated Christmas trees, light installations and a specially designed trail of lights (open daily) with larger-than-life forest animals lead you through it. From Thursday to Saturday, a special Advent atmosphere is created with music, choirs singing, readings and local customs, whilst warm drinks and regional delicacies await guests around the camp fire. There is also a pets corner, ice skating, "Bibi's kids' world" and a Christmas post office to entertain families. And what's so special: when the daytime visitors leave, the holidaymakers can continue to enjoy the Christmas magic for many more hours. They stay on in the village, which has its own spa. The apartments contain rustic tiled stoves; and in the run-up to Christmas guests can decorate their own Christmas trees, whilst on New Year's Eve there's a festive menu and swing-time party to enjoy.

Christmas in the Abbey on Lake Ossiacher See
The baroque abbey in Ossiach forms the backdrop to the "Stiftsweihnacht" Christmas market from 4 to 6 December. Handicrafts, regional delicacies, music, dance and sketches can all be enjoyed there, whilst the CMA programme of music in the abbey church and the Alban Berg concert hall provides some pre-Christmas culture. Actors narrate stories for the Advent period; and there is a worthwhile trail through the nearby wood, as well as the option to go walking with alpacas on the Friday or Sunday. A special visitor is expected on the Saturday: Saint Nikolaus (Santa) will arrive by ship and bring presents for the little ones.

The Erlebnis CARD is your Advent companion
Guests staying in the region can experience many winter wonders without driving anywhere. From 1 November 2026 the Erlebnis CARD doubles up as a transport ticket. With a valid card, guests can use all the public transport connections throughout Carinthia covered by the KlimaTicket Kärnten - free of charge. This also includes the Dobratsch Nature Park bus and ski busses to Dreiländereck and to the Gerlitzen Alpe. And in the Advent period, mobility offers are supplemented with other events and activities: a guided town walk in Advent from 21 November to 19 December, a visit to the parish church tower, a guided tour of the old town and the loan of ice skates to enjoy skating on the outdoor rink on the Rathausplatz. In addition, a culinary town walk is offered from December onwards. 










After Christmas, the sound of "Lei, Lei"
No sooner have the last Christmas lights been extinguished, Villach prepares to celebrate its "fifth season". There is a taster of it on 14 November 2026, with the traditional ceremony at which the new Carnival prince and princess are presented. And then, on 8 January 2027, Carnival kicks off with the first of the "Fasching sessions". The highlight of the Villach Fasching season is on 6 February 2027, when the middle of the town plays host to the traditional Carnival procession, followed by parties and festivities at which the customary greeting is "Lei Lei".                                                                            
                                                   

         Subject to change!







Information & booking:
Region Villach Tourismus GmbH
Peraustraße 32 • 9500 Villach, Austria
Tel.: +43 / (0)4242 / 42000 – 0 • Fax ext.: 42 
Email: office@region-villach.at • www.visitvillach.at

You will find our digital picture gallery at  www.visitvillach.at 
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