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Austria / Carinthia / Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See / Winter in the Region: 
Sunny Prospects for your Winter Holiday

A winter holiday close to nature, full of family charm – sunny slopes with breathtaking panoramic views and warm thermal bathing in one of Austria's most modern spas: Around the enchanting town of Villach, a world of magical winter experiences awaits.

Shared joy in wintertime: The crunch of snow underfoot, sun-drenched skiing with sweeping valley and mountain views, the scent of cinnamon and mulled wine, a crackling fireplace, steaming thermal pools – welcome to the winter wonderland of the Region Villach, a true universe of experiences. Nestled in the heart of Carinthia, everything here lies within easy reach – whether by car or public transport: two ski resorts above the clouds, the enchanting Dobratsch Nature Park in its winter robe, charming Advent markets, a delightful old town with boutiques and local cuisine, a cutting-edge thermal spa, the serene winter calm of Lake Ossiach and Lake Faak, and heartfelt hospitality from family-run accommodations. Pure winter bliss is closer than you think!

Skiing dreams with that special extra touch 
Gerlitzen Alpe is your ticket to a comprehensive winter sports package: Snow-sure conditions from early December 2025 to April 6, 2026, thanks to state-of-the-art snowmaking, 53 kilometres of slopes, 12 km of natural ski routes, 34 downhill runs, 21 modern lifts, and 12 km of winter hiking trails. But what makes Gerlitzen Alpe truly unique is its location: Here, you're literally "on top of the world"! Just a short drive from Villach, modern gondolas whisk you up to 1,911 metres – straight into the sun. The 360-degree panoramic view stretches from Austria’s highest peak, the Großglockner, to the Julian Alps and Lake Wörthersee – so stunning, you’ll want to pause and take it all in. Or stop at one of the 15 alpine huts and restaurants and indulge in culinary delights. And when the valley is shrouded in fog and you’re soaking up the sunshine up here? Pure joy. Preserving this natural paradise is a top priority: grooming is done with the latest low-emission technologies and a state-of-the-art fleet, while snowmaking equipment operates with energy efficiency in mind. All lifts and systems run on 100% green electricity. 
Another bonus: The Kanzelbahn lift starts at 8:15 AM, and from Arriach-Klösterle even from 8:30 AM! During school holidays, visitors can also reach Gerlitzen Alpe without a car (for free with a valid online ski pass) – using ski buses or the S-Bahn.

By the way: The Gerlitzen Alpe ski resort was awarded the title of 'Test Winner 2025' by the platform Skiresort.de in the category 'Extra Class: World’s Leading Ski Resorts with up to 60 km of Slopes'."





Award-winning ski fun for (re)beginners

As Carinthia’s only ski resort certified with Austria’s nationwide "Welcome Beginners" quality seal, Gerlitzen Alpe is ideal for newcomers and families. Wide pistes, specialised ski schools at three locations, and a well-planned infrastructure ensure smooth and enjoyable learning. Particularly popular: the “Learn to Ski in 3 Days – Guaranteed” offer for adults aged 14+. More info: https://www.visitvillach.at/en/services/gerlitzen-alpe-skifahren-lernen-in-3-tagen-garantiert.html 

From the slopes to the spa
Hot and cold – opposites attract. There’s hardly anything more soothing after a day on the slopes than soaking in warm thermal water and enjoying a relaxing massage. Dive in – literally – at the ultra-modern KärntenTherme. Following the motto “Fit, Fun & Spa”, this spa combines wellness, action, beauty, and relaxation under one dynamic roof. Insider tip: Want to save while enjoying both skiing and spa relaxation? The Ski & Spa Combo Ticket makes it possible – 2, 3 or 4-day ski passes for Gerlitzen Alpe include daily access (fun area) to the KärntenTherme.

Winter comeback at the Dreiländereck	
After a one-year pause, winter operations are back in full swing at the Dreiländereck ski area near Arnoldstein – where Austria, Italy, and Slovenia meet. 15 kilometres of pistes, seven lifts, and panoramic views of the Julian Alps to the south and Dobratsch to the north make this resort a hidden gem for connoisseurs. Families and beginners especially enjoy the spacious beginner’s area in the valley.
New this season: A panoramic ice rink and a gentle winter hiking trail right at the mountain station – ideal for relaxed hours in the snow. Culinary delights await at the sun-drenched terrace of the Panorama Restaurant and the cozy Dreiländereck Hut, offering authentic Alpine-Adriatic cuisine.                       .                                  
For active winter lovers, the Dreiländereck also offers scenic snowshoe and ski touring routes – including night tours under the starry sky.
Family tip: Book a ski holiday in the Faaker See adventure region (municipalities of Finkenstein, northern Lake Faak, and Arnoldstein), and children (up to 15.99 years) receive a free Dreiländereck ski pass for the entire stay when accompanied by an adult and presenting the Erlebnis CARD (valid from 07.01.2026 to season end).

Winter magic from a bird's-eye view: Ready to take off? 
Starting winter 2025/26, the Dreiländereck ski area introduces tandem paragliding flights with experienced professionals from Fly South Side and Adventure Wings. Launching from the tri-border area, you'll soar above the Julian and Carnic Alps – an unforgettable experience that reveals winter from an entirely new perspective.
More info: www.flysouthside-paragliding.com and www.adventure-wings.com





ThermenResort Warmbad-Villach 
Recharge your energy where it feels the most powerful – in the legendary thermal spring pool at the Warmbad-Villach Spa Resort. For centuries, the healing spring has bubbled up here: warm, revitalising, and therapeutic – soothing pain and inflammation of the musculoskeletal system. How does fresh thermal spring water feel? Revitalising, tingly, and invigorating on the skin. 
What else awaits you? Premium hotels, a professional health and therapy centre, a top-notch beauty and wellness spa, gourmet cuisine, and more.
Right next door: the Warmbad-Villach recreational area with extensive walking, running and hiking trails through light-filled forests and past historic sites. The Warmbad-Villach Spa Resort boasts a long tradition: the Celts bathed here, followed by the Romans, who conquered the area in 15 BC. In the 18th century, even Napoleon showed interest in transforming Warmbad into a world-renowned spa.

Breathe deeply and feel good – in the healing valley of Bad Bleiberg
Ready for a refreshing reset? In Bad Bleiberg, the charming health resort at 920 metres altitude, natural healing meets alpine wellbeing. Where miners once extracted ore, guests now enjoy peace, relaxation, and medically based health treatments.
The valley is particularly famous for its two unique therapeutic climate tunnels, kept at a constant 8°C and nearly 100% humidity – a true sanctuary for respiratory health. Even more invigorating is the cold chamber: at -110°C, the body experiences a revitalising cold stimulus that boosts circulation and the immune system – a short but powerful experience. Comfortable retreats such as the Vivea Health Hotel and the F.X. Mayr Retreat BLEIB BERG, along with warm-hearted hosts, round off a restorative break that truly lasts.

Pure winter magic in the Dobratsch Nature Park
The road to Dobratsch feels like a journey into another world. Snow-laden trees, every bend revealing a new panoramic view over valleys and peaks – time slows down up here, and the heart opens wide. In winter, Dobratsch Nature Park reveals its most enchanting, dreamlike side. Since 2002, soft tourism has not only been promoted but truly lived here. The Villach Alps preserve something precious: pristine nature with rich biodiversity. It’s a paradise for slow-paced winter sports. Starting points include Rosstratte at the end of the Villacher Alpenstraße and the Alpine Garden area. After a delightful snowshoe hike or ski tour, everyone gathers at the summit – for mulled wine and tasty Carinthian delicacies at the summit lodge. Other welcoming stops: Almgasthof Rosstratt’n and Aichingerhütte.







You don’t need to be a mountain pro to enjoy winter here. Beginners can hike or ski tour from Rosstratte or the Alpine Garden up to the summit. More experienced adventurers can start in the valley. And for families: the sledding hill near the end of the Villacher Alpenstraße offers fun with panoramic views.
Nearby lies the Villach Alpine Arena, where cross-country skiers can glide under floodlights. Natural toboggan runs and ice rinks round off the winter fun. If it stays cold long enough, the region’s lakes transform into magical natural ice rinks – sometimes with mirror-like surfaces. Ice skating at sunset: unforgettable. Gerlitzen Alpe & Dreiländereck (free of charge), Alpine Arena and Dobratsch (with Erlebnis CARD or fee) are accessible without a car via ski buses.
Villach – A City of Lights and Christmas Magic
A city aglow: Starting November 14, Villach’s city centre fills with the scents of mulled wine, gingerbread and roasted chestnuts. Firelight warms cold hands and hearts, while children and grown-ups skate beneath a canopy of stars at the town hall square. A must-see: The Krampus & Perchten parade on November 28 (6:30 PM) – a thrilling tradition. On December 21 (5:00 PM), the Christkind arrives by boat on the Drau and is welcomed in the city – marking the height of the festive season.
Villach’s Advent offers Alpine-Adriatic charm, culinary delights, cultural events, and relaxed shopping. From Thursday to Sunday (plus December 23 & 24), the Kunstadvent market at Nikolaiplatz enchants visitors with handmade gifts and glowing firelight. As thousands of lights sparkle in the evening, not just children’s eyes shine. Speaking of children: the ice rink, kiddie train, carousel and many surprises make Villach’s Advent a true family experience.
Need a break from the cold? Just south of the city centre lies the popular ATRIO Shopping Center – perfect for indoor shopping.
New: "Stiftsweihnacht am See" – Advent magic at the baroque Ossiach Abbey
For the first time from 5 to 8 December 2025, the new “Stiftsweihnacht am See” will transform the baroque Ossiach Abbey into a magical stage for the Christmas season. With festive music in the church and concert hall, handcrafted artisan products, thoughtful gift ideas and delicious regional treats, visitors can enjoy a truly enchanting Advent experience – including the traditional arrival of Saint Nicholas across the lake. Opening hours: Fri, 5 Dec from 3–9 pm (Children’s Advent from 4:30 pm), Sat, 6 Dec from 3–9 pm, Sun, 7 Dec from 11 am–9 pm, and Mon, 8 Dec from 11 am–8 pm.



„Lei Lei“ in Villach
Villach without Carnival? Unthinkable! The grand parade, traditional carnival sessions, the unveiling of the prince and princess – the time is near once again! The highlights of the sessions are broadcast on Austrian television, bringing the fun into living rooms across the country.But if you want to experience Villach’s carnival madness live, you must be in the Drau city on Carnival Saturday (February 14, 2026), when everyone takes to the streets in costume to join the colourful parade. The following Sunday, by contrast, is undoubtedly one of the quietest days of the year in Villach .

More Winter Magic with the Erlebnis CARD
Great holidays get even better with exclusive experiences – and with the Erlebnis CARD for winter (valid from November 14, 2025, to April 6, 2026), available for free at participating accommodations in the region. Whether it’s a guided culinary city tour, climbing in the Volume Boulder Hall, ice skating at the town hall square, or a relaxing visit to KärntenTherme (2 hours from 4 PM, once per stay) – both leisure lovers and winter sports fans will find something to enjoy. Mobility is included too: ride the S-Bahn, ski buses, or the Nature Park Shuttle to explore the region – car-free and carefree.

Winter Kärnten Card
Unlock the full variety of Carinthia’s winter with the Winter Kärnten Card, valid from November 3, 2025, to April 3, 2026. Enjoy scenic cable car rides on Gerlitzen Alpe or Dreiländereck (no gear needed), daily ski touring with a piste tour ticket, cross-country skiing at the Villach Alpine Arena (up to 3 entries included), underground adventures at Terra Mystica & Montana, or a magical ascent to Dobratsch by Nature Park bus.
More info: www.kaerntencard.at

  All information subject to change!                                                                         

Information & Bookings:
Region Villach Tourismus GmbH
Peraustraße 32 • 9500 Villach, Österreich
Tel.: +43 / (0)4242 / 42000 – 0 • Fax DW: 42 
E-Mail: office@region-villach.at • www.visitvillach.at
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