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Austria / Carinthia / Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See / Winter in the Region: 
Mountain Magic, Warm Waters & Advent Charm

When snow crunches underfoot, the sun shines over mountain peaks, and the scent of mulled wine drifts through the old town, it's the beginning of the most magical time of the year in the Villach – Faaker See – Ossiacher See region. Between scenic ski areas, soothing thermal spas, glittering winter hiking trails, and festive Advent vibes, winter in Carinthia reveals all its diversity.

Sun-Soaked Skiing with a View: Gerlitzen Alpe
Gerlitzen Alpe is a true winter gem. Just a few minutes from Villach, this ski area offers 53 kilometers of pistes, 12 kilometers of natural ski routes, and numerous winter hiking trails – all framed by breathtaking 360-degree panoramic views. From the Julian Alps to Lake Wörthersee, the scenery stretches endlessly. Culinary breaks are guaranteed at 15 cozy mountain huts and restaurants.
State-of-the-art infrastructure – 21 lifts and snow reliability until early April 2026 – meets sustainability: energy-efficient grooming, 100% green electricity, and responsible snowmaking. Best of all: the area is easily accessible without a car via ski buses and S-Bahn. With the “Welcome Beginners” seal of approval, Gerlitzen Alpe also offers ideal conditions for newcomers – including a “Learn to Ski in 3 Days – Guaranteed” package for adults (14+).

Family Ski Fun at Dreiländereck
Back on the winter stage: the Dreiländereck near Arnoldstein. With 15 kilometers of family-friendly pistes, seven lifts, and sweeping views of the southern Alpine landscape, this charming ski resort is a true insider tip – especially for families and beginners. New this season: a panoramic ice skating rink and a gentle winter hiking trail right at the mountain station. Warm hospitality awaits at the mountain restaurant and Dreiländereck hut.
A special treat for kids: accompanied by an adult, children staying in the market town of Finkenstein, on the northern shore of Lake Faak, or in Arnoldstein receive a free ski pass with the Erlebnis CARD – valid from January 7 until the end of the 2026 season.

Quiet Nature, Lasting Impressions: Dobratsch Nature Park
Just a few kilometers from Villach, Dobratsch Nature Park feels like another world. Time slows down, the air is crisp, and the snow-covered landscape exudes fairytale charm. Winter hiking, snowshoeing, ski touring – all possible starting from Alpengarten or Rosstratte. For cozy breaks, stop at the summit lodge, Rosstratt’n inn, or Aichingerhütte.
Families will love the small sledding hill at the end of the Villach Alpine Road. Prefer gliding to hiking? The Villach Alpine Arena offers cross-country skiing – even under floodlights.




When temperatures stay low, several lakes in the region transform into shimmering natural ice rinks – sunset ice skating included.

Thermal Springs & Wellness with History
Two special places in the Villach region invite you to recharge. At KärntenTherme in Warmbad-Villach, stylish design meets sparkling thermal water. Whether you seek action in the fun area or peace in the adults-only spa – it's the perfect way to unwind after a day on the slopes. The Ski & Spa Combi-Ticket from Gerlitzen Alpe includes daily entry.
Next door, the healing spring of the Warmbad-Villach Thermal Resort has been bubbling for centuries – ideal for traditional, stylish regeneration.
Bad Bleiberg’s high-altitude thermal valley offers its own magic. At health retreats like the Vivea Hotel and BLEIB BERG F.X. Mayr Hotel, medical expertise meets alpine tranquility and mindful recovery. Breathe deep in the therapeutic climate tunnels – and for an even fresher boost, try the cryochamber at minus 110°C.

Advent in Villach: Lights, Scents & Warmth
Starting November 14, Villach’s old town becomes a glowing winter wonderland. Cinnamon, mulled wine, and roasted chestnuts scent the air, the star-lit ice rink sparkles with joy, and artisan huts invite you to browse for heartfelt gifts. Highlights include the Krampus run, Arts & Crafts Advent, magical lights, and the traditional Farmers’ Advent with the Christkind boat arrival on December 21.
And when Carnival Saturday rolls around on February 14, 2026, Villach celebrates in full festive spirit – with parades, music, and vibrant joy.

More to Discover – with the Erlebnis CARD
Guests staying with participating hosts receive the Erlebnis CARD free of charge – granting access to guided city tours, spa visits (e.g., 2 hours from 4 p.m. at KärntenTherme, once per stay), ice skating, bouldering, and more. Mobility is also included: ski buses, S-Bahn trains, and the Dobratsch Nature Park bus make car-free travel easy.
Tip: For even more benefits – like cable car rides, ski touring passes, or entrance to the show mine – consider the optional Winter Kärnten Card: your key to even more unforgettable experiences.
                                                                                                     All information subject to change!                                                                     

Information & Bookings:
Region Villach Tourismus GmbH
Peraustraße 32 • 9500 Villach, Österreich
Tel.: +43 / (0)4242 / 42000 – 0 • Fax DW: 42 
E-Mail: office@region-villach.at • www.visitvillach.at 
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